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major legislation in mental health care, air 
quality and civil rights issues. She was later 
elected to the Arizona State Senate and there 
too, she chaired multiple committees. She 
often said she was most proud of passing leg-
islation protecting the McDowell Mountain Pre-
serve and her courageous ‘‘no’’ vote on con-
troversial immigration legislation in 2010. 

I had the honor of serving with Carolyn in 
the Legislature and I always admired her te-
nacity, honesty and integrity. She was the kind 
of public servant I aspire to be. 

While serving in the Legislature, she also 
served numerous community organizations 
through board membership and volunteerism. 
There are too many to list them all, but 
Carolyn’s passions benefitted medical re-
search, women’s health, environmental con-
servation, and prison reform. 

Carolyn lived a brightly colored and produc-
tive life and gave so much to her community 
through thousands of volunteer hours for 
causes she championed. Despite suffering 
from crippling rheumatoid arthritis for more 
than 40 years, she soldiered on without com-
plaint and set the bar very high for those who 
will follow. Her many friends will not forget her 
vibrant personality and determination. I miss 
my friend Carolyn Allen, but I am grateful that 
we were friends. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE 2016 VAN METER 
HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Van 
Meter High School Softball team for winning 
the Iowa Girls State Class 2A Softball Tour-
nament on July 22, 2016. 

I would like to congratulate each member of 
the Van Meter High School Softball team: 

Players: Trinity Bottenfield, Bre Parkins, 
Meagan Blomgren, Dion Shirley, Clair 
Lauterbach, Olivia Prouty, Julia Rhoades, 
Shelby Tipling, Gwen Boston, Haley Forret, 
Abby Archer, Bailey Richards, Anna Tipling, 
Casey Jamison, Emma Durflinger, Lizzy Lyon, 
Hannah Mason, Paige Wyant, Bailey Harding, 
and Mackenzie Blomgren, and 

Coaches: James Flaws, Josh Flaws, and 
Hillary Pennington. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by these stu-
dents and their coaches demonstrates the re-
wards of hard work, dedication, and persever-
ance. I am honored to represent them in the 
United States Congress. I ask that all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating the en-
tire team for competing in this rigorous com-
petition and in wishing them all nothing but 
continued success. 
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IN HONOR OF LYDIA DE LA VIÑA 
DE FOLEY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 

congratulations and best wishes to a great 
friend and outstanding citizen, Mrs. Lydia de 
La Viña de Foley. Lydia has served The Con-
gressional Club for over four decades. She will 
be retiring on September 30, 2016. 

Born and raised in La Paz, Bolivia, Lydia 
came to the United States as a student at 
Georgetown University in 1964. In 1967, she 
married John R. Foley III, whose father, John 
R. Foley II, had served the Sixth District of 
Maryland in the 86th Congress. As daughter- 
in-law of a former Member of Congress, Lydia 
became a member of The Congressional 
Club, and more recently a Lifetime Member. In 
1992, she became a U.S. citizen. 

The Congressional Club was founded in 
1908 as a Federally-chartered club for 
spouses of sitting or former Members of Con-
gress, Supreme Court Justices, and Members 
of the President’s Cabinet. Associate member-
ship is open to active members’ adult children 
or spouses of adult children. Mrs. Foley has 
been an integral part of the bipartisan Club for 
over one-third of its existence. 

Mrs. Foley’s first project at the Club was il-
lustrating its Bicentennial Cookbook in 1975. 
She performed secretarial duties part-time and 
by 1977 became the full-time Secretary to the 
Club President. After many years, as her re-
sponsibilities expanded, Mrs. Foley was pro-
moted to Administrative Assistant to the Club 
President and in 2010, she became the Exec-
utive Director of the Congressional Club, a po-
sition that reflected her assumption of a dual 
role as Clubhouse Manager. 

Club Presidents serve for two years, alter-
nating between Democratic and Republican 
Members. Mrs. Foley has served 20 of them. 
My wife, Vivian Creighton Bishop, served as 
President of the Congressional Club from 
2007 to 2008 and was Chair of the First 
Lady’s Luncheon in honor of First Lady 
Michelle Obama on May 12, 2016. In addition 
to the many demands of running the Club and 
the Clubhouse day in and day out, Mrs. Foley 
has played a vital role organizing the annual 
First Lady’s Luncheon, as well as Diplomatic 
Luncheons, Chili Cook-offs, weekly Club 
luncheon programs, and other events too nu-
merous to mention. 

A familiar face at the Club, Mrs. Foley has 
been lauded by Members of Congress and 
their spouses as well as Presidents and First 
Ladies for her institutional knowledge, atten-
tion to detail, and welcoming nature. We are 
all so grateful that Mrs. Foley has given her 
time and talents to making The Congressional 
Club a place where the spouses of Members 
of Congress from both sides of the aisle, and 
their families, can gather to offer support and 
enjoy each other’s company. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our sincerest appreciation and 
best wishes to Lydia de La Viña de Foley 
upon the occasion of her retirement from a ca-
reer spanning forty-one years at the Congres-
sional Club. 
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HONORING THE HEROIC ACTIONS 
OF MICHELE COATES 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my constituent Michele Coates of 

Loudoun County, Virginia, for her heroic ac-
tions on September 23rd, 2016. Michele has 
been driving school buses in Loudoun County 
for the past 14 years and recently dem-
onstrated her commitment to the safety of her 
students. 

During her usual route to Harmony Middle 
School in Hamilton, Virginia, Michele was con-
fronted by a situation she never thought she 
would have to face. While driving on Berlin 
Turnpike, Michele and her students noticed an 
unusual odor circulating the bus cabin. After 
safely pulling the bus over to the side of the 
road, Michele put the lives of her students 
above that of her own and ensured that all 32 
students evacuated the bus safely. When 
emergency personnel arrived at the scene, 
they immediately determined that the bus was 
suffering from a smoke and gas leak. 

It was at this point that Michele realized that 
she did not feel well and was subsequently 
taken to the emergency room at Cornwall 
Inova for smoke inhalation. Even while she 
was in the ambulance, Michele’s main concern 
was the safety of her students. In all, seven-
teen students were taken to Cornwall Inova to 
receive treatment for their exposure to the 
toxic fumes. Had Michele not been so quick 
thinking and selfless, that day could have 
ended much worse. 

Mr. Speaker, Michele Coates does not ask 
for recognition. She claims that her actions 
were not heroic, rather her duty. This is why 
I ask that my colleagues join me in thanking 
Michele for her actions, which without a doubt 
saved the lives of those 32 schoolchildren on 
that bus. I applaud her for her willingness to 
endanger herself in order to protect her stu-
dents. I wish her all the best in her recovery, 
as well as her future endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO CASS COUNTY, 
INDIANA 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute Cass County, Indiana, as 
the Indiana Bicentennial Torch is scheduled to 
pass through the county on Friday, October 7, 
2016. 

The county lies in the northeastern part of 
Indiana’s Fourth Congressional District. Cass 
County was established in 1838, and it was 
named for General Lewis Cass, the 2nd Terri-
torial Governor of Michigan. Home to the Wa-
bash River, for many years Cass County was 
a canal town. In 1855, however, the first loco-
motive made its way through the county seat 
of Logansport creating a permanent relation-
ship between the town and trains. By the 
1920s, over 225 trains passed through the 
county each day, and over 3,000 persons in 
the area were employed by the railroad. 

In this year of the Hoosier Bicentennial, 
communities throughout the state are cele-
brating Indiana’s past and present through Bi-
centennial Legacy Projects. These projects 
are culturally inclusive, celebratory, engaging 
and inspiring to youth and young adults and 
create a legacy for the future. The organiza-
tions responsible for the Legacy Projects 
throughout the county include the Logansport 
Children’s Choir, Logan’s Landing, Civic Play-
ers of Logansport, Logansport Rose Society, 
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